Clerks Report – Parish Council 17th November 2021,7.30pm, Eccleshall Parish Council.
Supplementary documents circulated to support the agenda:
· Minutes of meetings held since the last parish council meeting (Footpaths, Enhancements and Events)
· Replacement gate quote (Footpaths item 7)
· Market Fields correspondence  (item 8)
· Letter to SCC and response from SCC regarding vacant seat scheme (item 12)
· Financial report (item 14)
Committee Updates (to note):
Footpaths:
· No additional report
Enhancements:
· The quotation to clear the rill is £500 plus VAT for a two day operation. There may be some  cutting back one or two small trees or branches to allow for access. This will be an additional cost of £130. Total cost £630. This cost is the same as the previous quots (not including access costs).
Traffic Management:
· No additional report
Policy and Resources:
· No additional report
[bookmark: _Hlk56690137]Borough Councillor Update:-
· No report

County Councillor Update:-
Liaison Reports:
Community Centre:- 
· The Community Centre has replaced 11 windows with double glazed units at a cost of £6,000.
Offley Hay Village Hall
· No report
Visit Stafford:
· No report. 
Slindon News:
· No report
Croxton:
· No report        
Community Transport:
· No report
Allotments:
· No report
Ecclian Society:-
· No report.
Children/Young People
· No report.
First Responders:
· No report.
Flood Action Group:
· No report. 
Other Updates:
Further Information to support agenda items:

Agenda item 9 – Proposal from Eccleshall Health and Wellbeing Patient Participation Group. 
Request as follows:
The PPG's "Health & Wellbeing" team would like to thank the Parish Council formally for allowing the recent picnic to go ahead and being actively involved in it on the day.  Those present felt it was a success, albeit low key, and have added a repeat event to the plan for 2022 in warmer months - more on that later.
In addition, they are proposing a winter outdoor event on the Hartlands Road Jubilee Field in January, 2022. The suggestion is to kick off a Winter Walking Club and launch that alongside an 'Intro to Geocaching' event on a suitable weekend day, running 10am-2pm.  
The Geocachers will form the backbone of the event, providing an event shelter and providing some outside experts with proper geocaching equipment to show our residents what geocaching is, and loan out GPS units and experts to help them explore the pastime.  They will hold a raffle, if the weather allows, to raise funds for themselves.
Alongside this the EH&WB think that they could also launch a regular Winter Walking Club, leveraging the recent work on the doorstep walking routes and encouraging regular 'Adventure Walks' out from and around the town.  The main purpose is to 'beat the winter blues' with a focus on getting casual groups to get to know each other and go for regular walks together in the winter months. They are prepared to arrange repeat events on a smaller scale in Feb and March to keep things going. It is hoped the informal groups that meet at our event will then organise themselves to meet up again.
Whether or not the Jubilee Field is a suitable base of operations in winter is an open question, other venues such as the Methodist Hall may be more suitable in winter.  The group requests if the Parish Council is in favour of this course of action and using the field if so decided, and would anyone like to help get involved?
The precise date is open to discussion, perhaps Jan 8 or 15, or the corresponding Sundays.



Agenda item 11 – Clerks Report update:

Further investigation into hedgehog signage with SCC has provided the following information:

‘I am aware of this sign and I have attached a link below which explains how these signs are intended to be used. Their primary use is to prevent accidents with a secondary purpose is to help protect animals. Since their approval we have had a few requests for them but I think it is important to understand the reason why they have been approved, they are not specific to hedgehogs but the hedgehog is easily identified as a small animal. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-road-sign-to-improve-road-safety-and-protect-animals .’ As you can read from the link, they have to be in areas where there are high accident rates. 

As part of the speed campaign article in the newsletter, residents will be asked if they know of any hotspots for wildlife casualties, and this information can be brought back for discussion by the Traffic Management committee. It will also be noted that residents are allowed to display their own signage on their own property, which can be bought from the Hedgehog Preservation Society.https://shop.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/product/slow-down-warning-sign/ 

Correspondence information (Agenda item 12)

Fire and Police consultation - email:
‘Dear Stakeholder
As you are a key partner I would personally like to invite you to take part in a consultation to provide feedback on the key priorities in my proposed Police and Crime Plan, and Fire & Rescue Plan 2021-2024.
The plans set out my priorities for the next three years. How effectively the services perform against these plan priorities is a key part of how I hold the Chief Constable and Chief Fire Officer to account on behalf of the public.
The plans highlight how important it is for Staffordshire Police and Fire & Rescue to work with health, councils, the wider criminal justice system and community groups to keep us safe while supporting victims.
Fundamentally, these plans should result in fewer victims of crime and anti-social behaviour, fewer casualties on our roads, and fewer people who suffer due to fire or the actions of others.
The services can’t deal with these issues on their own. These plans emphasise the importance of strong relationships with partner organisations in delivering real, joined-up working across Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent.
My challenge, and the challenge for the services, is to get the balance right between addressing the issues that make people feel less safe, day in, day out, with tackling the serious problems which most people will thankfully never experience, but cause significant harm.

 
Have I got the balance right? Do these plans reflect your priorities, and the concerns of your community? Your views matter to me, and I want to hear from as many of you as possible.’
The consultation is available to complete online until 23 November.
https://staffordshire-pfcc.gov.uk/get-involved/have-your-say/  
All responses will be collated anonymously and used to inform the plans’ priorities.’

Further General Information:

N/A
Correspondence circulated:
1. SPCA Weekly Bulletins
2. NALC updates
General Council Updates:
Since the last meeting:
· No further updates to report

***Any items for inclusion on a meeting agenda must be received by the Clerk 10 clear days ahead of the meeting date.***
Abbreviations:
SCC- Staffordshire County Council			SARH – Stafford and Rural Homes
SBC- Stafford Borough Council				SPCA – Staffordshire Parish Councils Assc.
EPC – Eccleshall Parish Council
