Clerks Report – Eccleshall Parish Council meeting -  19th April 2023.
Supplementary documents circulated to support the agenda:
· Minutes of meetings held since the last parish council meeting and associated documents (item 7, Traffic Management, Enhancements, Events)
· Speed Indication Device summary report (item 7)
· Correspondence information within Clerks Report (item 12)
· Financial report (item 14)
Committee Updates (to note):
Footpaths:
· No additional report. 
Enhancements:
· No additional report
Traffic Management:
· No additional report
Policy and Resources:
· No additional report
[bookmark: _Hlk56690137]Borough Councillor Update:-
No report

County Councillor Update:-
· No report
Liaison Reports:
Community Centre:-
· The roof has now been repaired at a cost of £600 - thank you to Councillor Perren for noticing the loose ridge tiles.
· Lonsdale School held a Quiz night on March 4th.
· Katharine House Support Group held a Bingo Night on March 10th.
· Eccleshall Community Drama Group now meet on a Monday Night.
Offley Hay Village Hall
· No report. 
Slindon News:
· No report
Croxton:
· No report
Community Transport:
· No report
Allotments:
· No report. 
Ecclian Society:-
An Ecclian Society Committee Meeting was held on Tuesday, March 28th. Discussions included:

· Coronation celebrations. Work is being done to decorate the mangers around the town centre prior to the Coronation. Union Flags have been prepared and will be put up on all the hanging basket brackets.
· A newsletter has been prepared and will be delivered to all Eccleshall addresses in April.
· The oaks posts have been surveyed and two need to be replaced. This will be included in the ongoing plan to replace ten posts in 2023 with the stainless steel bases. These bases and posts have now been purchased.
· Our usual sponsorship appeal to help fund the street planting will be carried out in April.
· It is planned to replace the rotted wooden bench on Eyeswell with a dark green metal bench.
· The methodology for the Christmas tree lights is being reviewed to improve on the current battery based model, if possible.
· Open Gardens. Some usual gardens will not be opening this year for various reasons and we are looking for new ones to open.
· Plans for the celebration of the 30th anniversary of the Ecclian Society is progressing, including a barbecue on Saturday, July 1st.
Children/Young People
· No report. 
First Responders:
· No report.
Flood Action Group:
· No report. 
Other Updates:
None
Further Information to support agenda items:
Agenda item 8 – Flooding on Langot Lane, background information.

A Fairoak resident has advised that County Cllr. Pert had taken this problem up with Severn Trent Water last year and established the drainage pipe below the road is not large enough to cope with the water which then backs up and it flows over the road ( now even more so). Highways said it wasn’t their responsibility and no one could establish ownership of land, the drainage of which might be a contributing factor … so a blame circle resulted with no resolution. 
There has been no further action since then and the problem has got worse. 

The flooding has been reported but Highways advised it is not classified as emergency flooding and
‘Your defect will be assessed with our regular inspections and an update will be provided once complete’.
There are ongoing concerned - someone has already slipped over on the road and the surface is becoming slimy and slippery. This presents a hazard to residents walking in Fairoak and vehicles on the land which is on an incline.

All the water is ending up at the bottom of the slope at the cross roads with Fairoak Bank Lane and Langot Lane by the old Freemasons Pub ( now a private residence.) 

The issue is… who needs to take responsibility for rectifying the problem. The Council may wish to involve County Cllr. Pert again and see if he can advise where to go next.

Agenda item 10 – Clerks Report update:

No further updates



Correspondence information:
· Offer from Rural Services Network:
As well as a Rural Market Towns Group ( which may as a Parish Council did not feel right for you,) we are also now just starting out with a Rural Village Services Group.  This is group specifically targeted at Parishes.  As we say we do have to prove our concerns to Government about the position relating to rural services across England and we do need communities to work with us to that end.

Many services in this new grouping are similar. Here are details of the new group and its services:-
https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/page/rural-village-services-group

The services do include what is a Rural Villages Bulletin, more tailored to parishes. It comes out every second month.  Your weekly Rural Digest and the monthly Funding Opportunity Bulletin continues.  (The Villages Group members don’t get the Seminars in their package because of attendance limitation at those events and that’s why largely this Group is planned long term to be a cheaper one.)

Because this group is just starting out it is free currently for a year and you decide in the spring of 2024 whether it’s for the Parish Council or not. Whatever way you link to us very much assists us to demonstrate concern about the position relating to rural services.


Further General Information: 
· No further information
Correspondence circulated:
1. SPCA Weekly Bulletins
2. NALC updates

General Council Updates:
Since the last meeting:
· No further updates
***Any items for inclusion on a meeting agenda, must be received by the Clerk 10 clear days ahead of the meeting date.***
Abbreviations:
SCC- Staffordshire County Council			EPC – Eccleshall Parish Council
SBC- Stafford Borough Council				SPCA – Staffordshire Parish Councils Assc.
