Clerks Report – Eccleshall Parish Council meeting -  17th January 2024.
Supplementary documents circulated to support the agenda:
· Minutes of meetings held since the last parish council meeting and associated documents (item 8, Enhancements, Policy & Resources, Traffic Management).
· Community Engagement meeting notes (item 9)
· Supplementary information to support correspondence (item 12)
· Financial Report (item 14)
Committee Updates (to note):
Footpaths:
· No additional report. 
Enhancements:
· No additional report
Traffic Management:
· No additional report
Policy and Resources:
· No additional report
[bookmark: _Hlk56690137]Borough Councillor Update:-
· No report

County Councillor Update:-
· No report
Liaison Reports:
Community Centre:-
· No report. 
Offley Hay Village Hall
· No report. 
Slindon News:
· No report
Croxton:
· We were delighted to hear that Catherine Baxter (resident of Croxton) had been awarded an MBE for services to Higher Education. Catherine has recently retired from Harper Adam’s University and is very much involved in the local Community.
·  Potholes and flooding:
· The B5026 Croxton to Eccleshall has suffered from several areas of flooding following recent continuous heavy rain - especially deep on the double bend at Sugnall (by the Eccleshall Showground) and across the whole road. The drains there are blocked and this presents a hazard on such a dangerous bend. 
· Many of the drains along the B5026 are blocked and need clearing / sumping-out. 
· New potholes have opened up as a result of the heavy rain in the last week. These will be reported to SCC.
· Croxton Lane remains flooded for about 75m from the Cattery well to Rose Cottage. This has been reported and flood signage put in place but nothing done as yet to unblock the drain and as the water is trapped between banks at the side of the road, it has remained a flood for 3 weeks now. Pedestrians have no option other than to wade through it. 
· Flood water has ingressed onto Rose Cottage drive reaching the garage. 

· The new Book Swap (old Croxton phone box) continues to be a popular community asset and was decor for the festive season. 
· Parking of cars and vans along and on the whole of the footpath fronting The Highfields houses in Croxton, with impact of pedestrians having to walk onto the road as the footpath is blocked and vehicles driving through the village having to cross onto the other lane for a distance of about 50m. Parking along this footpath and on the road here seems to have got worse recently. Should Stafford Rural Homes be contacted to review availability/ provision of off- road parking provision for Highfields residents?
· It is good to see the imminent arrival of another SID at a location more suited to address speeding of vehicles as they enter Croxton from Eccleshall. 
Community Transport:
· No report. 
Allotments:
· Cllr. Perrren attended the AGM of the Allotment Association on 27th November 2023. As yet I have not received the minutes, but a brief resume is as follows:
· There were 16 members present, and the current chair Ben Lynch gave a summary of events over the previous 12 months, followed by a financial report by the current Treasurer Marion Pritchard.
· It was agreed that the membership fee should remain at £5 but may rise in the future. There was a vote re the Water Charge, which will remain at £7.
· The Chair, Treasurer and Secretary were all standing down, and a vote followed for these positions; new Chair: Ken Lockett, Andy Iliffe: Secretary, but Vice Chair and Secretary posts not filled (Andy Iliffe agreed to share Secretary role on a temporary basis)
· There were further discussions re occupancy, waiting lists, plot condition and inspections.
· Apparently the roadway around the allotments is in a bad state and it was proposed to repair it with road planings or similar (it is probable they may approach the Parish Council for some financial help)
· Circulated separately are minutes of a further Committee meeting, held on 11th December, which Cllr. Perren could not attend. A Treasurer (Bob Hardy) was voted in.
Ecclian Society:-
Recent Ecclian activities have included:
· The AGM was held on November 21st 2023. The attendance was a little disappointing but the Ecclian Society is committed to continue with all the major projects, as usual, in 2024. Barbara Dodd has joined the Committee as Membership Secretary.
· Thanks to the Parish Council for providing the Christmas trees. Following preparatory work by Phil Baskerville and helpers, the trees were dressed with lights and put up on Sunday, December 3rd. There was a good turnout of volunteers for this work.
· Santa and his sleigh was well received at the Lych Gate by children and their parents prior to switch on of the lights all on December 3rd.
· The baubles project, led by Richard Egan with the school PTFA worked well again with all the individual baubles put on the large Christmas tree at the crossroads or on the small Christmas tree brackets around the town centre.
· The small trees and lights looked very good this year with about 40% of them mains powered and the rest on batteries. The batteries were changed just before Christmas and kept nice and bright. 
· The Ecclian Society tree from the Church Festival was relocated into the phone box, which had been decorated by the Scouts and looked very good.
· Mulled wine was served in Holy Trinity Church at the Parish Council’s “Carols round the Tree” 0n Monday, December 18th. This was a very good Community event.
· Richard Egan installed the new bench, provided by the Eccian Society, on Eyeswell before 2023 year end.
· The Christmas trees were taken down on Sunday, January 7th.with another excellent turnout of volunteers, to take down, transport, unwind the lights and pack everything up. The trees themselves were taken off for recycling.
· An Ecclian Society Committee Meeting is planned for w/c 15th January and the 2024 plans will be discussed.
Children/Young People
· No report. 
First Responders:
· No report.
Flood Action Group:
· No report. 
Other Updates:
None
Further Information to support agenda items:
No further information

Agenda item 12 – Clerks Report update:
· Footpath 13:-  The clerk is liaising with County Council Rights of Way to rectify the surface which is partly inaccessible due to water creating a channel down the centre of the path. The new sign and bench at the Eyeswells are now in place.   
· Flooding at Slindon:- 3 properties have suffered flooding due to the recent heavy rains and the residents are corresponding directly with Staffordshire County Council officers to obtain action to prevent further recurrences. The Parish Council has been copied in and is also pushing for resolution on their behalf, as per previous involvement in this issue.
Correspondence information:
· No additional information
Further General Information: 
· No further information
Correspondence circulated:
1. SPCA Weekly Bulletins
2. NALC updates
3. RSN Bulletins
General Council Updates:
Since the last meeting:
· No further updates
***Any items for inclusion on a meeting agenda must be received by the Clerk 10 clear days ahead of the meeting date, along with a supporting proposal where relevant.***
Abbreviations:
SCC- Staffordshire County Council			EPC – Eccleshall Parish Council
SBC- Stafford Borough Council				SPCA – Staffordshire Parish Councils Assc.
