        Clerks Report – Eccleshall Parish Council meeting – 19th June 2024.
Supplementary documents circulated to support the agenda:
· Minutes of meetings held since the last parish council meeting and associated documents (item 7, Enhancements).
· Forward Plan (item 8)
· Proposed Financial Regulations (item 9)
· Eccleshall Community Library lease agreement and Health and Safety SLA (item 10)
· Correspondence information (item 12)
· Financial Report (item 14)
· Grant Application (item 14)
Committee Updates (to note):
Footpaths:
· No additional report. 
Enhancements:
· No additional report
Traffic Management:
· No additional report
Policy and Resources:
· No additional report
[bookmark: _Hlk56690137]Borough Councillor Update:-
· No report

County Councillor Update:-
· No report
Liaison Reports:
Community Centre:-
· No report. 
Offley Hay Village Hall
· No report. 
Slindon News:
· No report
Croxton:
A. Flooding on Croxton Lane since first reported 2.12.23. “ The  stagnant and filthy flood has become a health hazard now - given there has been no remedial action in the past 6 months and ongoing”. Cllr Langford.
             Update 1  : Response from Cllr J.Pert  5.5.24 
· Croxton Lane is by no means the only area that is struggling with either a road closure or permanent warning signs as Blurtons Lane and Chester Road in Eccleshall to mention just two others have been much the same.  That does not legitimise the progress or lack of it, but just highlights that this area is part of a wider problem.
· Since you first raised it at EPC meeting I have been out with the Chief Executive to look at some of these issues (as I raised it with Highways after that meeting), and there been a few significant changes at the County Council including a change of Cabinet Member and a widening of the Cabinet support team to get more ‘feet on the ground’.  
· There is also a business case being prepared to bring in more drainage and dig-down teams and also maybe an additional two Pot Hole Pros (for fixing pot holes) County-wide not just in the Eccleshall division.  I understand that the additional investment being proposed is in the order of an additional £8m.  It won’t sort everything, given the extremely wet and damaging winter that we’ve had but there is some activity and progress.  So I guess that I am saying there is some wider overall movement (and not before time).
· Specifically about Croxton Lane, this was scheduled for the works to be done – I think a jetting and dig down – last Friday (31st May) and following your note I have been up to have a look and would concur with your assessment that it does not look like any works have been undertaken.

Update 2:  from Cllr Pert 5.5.24

· I agree – although it is stagnant in most places – not on Chester Street mind you as that is a burst supply by the way it is running (- they are still arguing as to whose problem it is, rather than someone fixing it and then rebalancing the costs later).

· I have had a date of 10th July come back in – and I have asked that this is brought forward as to slip from the scheme should not entail a six week delay (as there is not a six week delivery backlog once scheduled).

Update 3: from Cllr Pert 6.5.24

· The County have re-prioritised Croxton Lane and will now try and do the works on 11th June (i.e. Tuesday next week), rather than the 10th July.

· Please don’t take this as a ‘cast-iron’ date as things have the habit of changing and changing quickly, but that is the latest plan as of this morning.

Cllr. Langford update 11th June – the highways team came to clear out the blocked drain on Croxton Lane this morning. They have tried to clear the two drains which are side by side. One still contains a lot of silt and the other looks to have standing water. It looks like they have tried to dig them out rather than flush them out.
B. The gutters along the B5026 in Croxton need sweeping-out as there is an accumulation of debris which blocks rainwater’s access to drains which are also blocked! Despite reporting and requests no remedial action has been taken as yet.
Community Transport:
· The Voluntary Car Scheme  has been busy just lately and the need for additional voluntary drivers increased. The hope is that the stall at the Community Showcase may attract some attention.
Allotments:
· Minutes of June meeting circulated separately
Ecclian Society:-
Recent activities have included:
· The hanging baskets and mangers were put up on Sunday, June 2nd. There was a good turnout of volunteers and the work was completed in good time. Some general clean-up work around the town centre was also done at the same time.
· A good level of sponsorship has been obtained for the street planting, thanks to Myf Freeman and David Heelis.
· All the brackets on the south side of the High Street were tested on Wednesday, May 22nd using the normal approved procedure.
· The troughs around the town have been planted up by volunteers. A working party led by Susie Clowes has cultivated and planted the gardens outside Lonsdale Court.
· Three new troughs are being ordered. Two will be located at the re-erected sign on the Loggerheads Road and one to replace the destroyed trough in the accident on the Newcastle Road. When will the sign be repaired?
· Open Gardens. Twelve gardens will be open on June 22-23. The planning primarily by Luke and Anne Serjeant is all in place. The event has been promoted via the National Open Gardens directory, Stone and Eccleshall Gazette and via posters and Facebook.
· Zoe Wallis was co-opted onto the Ecclian Committee at the meeting on May 14th.
· The Ecclian Society website is now up and running: https://sites.google.com/view/eccliansociety/home 

Children/Young People
· No report. 
First Responders:
· No report.
Flood Action Group:
· No report. 
Other Updates:
None
Further Information to support agenda items:
Severn Trent proposal, item 6:
Advance information provided from Severn Trent:
Proposal outline: We have proposed some additional investment to replace legacy lead pipes in the ‘Eccleshall’ area between 2025-2029. It’s a specific water supply area that covers around 2,000 properties in the south part of the Eccleshall Parish Council area, including Offley Hay, Pershall, Eccleshall and Walton. The proposed investment is not yet confirmed but we believe we have a strong case which is supported by our drinking water regulator, and we will get a draft assessment in July from Ofwat and final confirmation in December.
Proposal objective: Our objective is to locate and replace all lead pipes in this area, including some customer-owned pipes with their permission, to remove the potential health risk they pose and remove the necessity to add the mineral phosphate to the water supply to mitigate that risk. 
What we’d like from the meeting - We know how important early stakeholder engagement is, so we want to start by introducing the project to you at this early stage so you can influence it. We’ll explain the concepts, including why we’ve chosen Eccleshall for this proposal (which will be our second pilot area), and also the practicalities of what the project work involves, to ask for your support, suggestions and any questions.

Library lease, item 9 (confidential document). – Members to consider the lease agreement and if they are happy to resolve to accept and sign the lease agreement or require further clarification or legal advice. The lease provided is a standard lease agreement used by many community libraries and the same as the previous lease agreement accepted by the previous partner apart from the amendment to specify the amount of utility contributions, which allows for a generous margin of error.


Agenda item 12 – Clerks Report update:
· There has been no response received by EE in response to the Council’s original letter requesting support in exploring investment to improve the mobile phone signal in Eccleshall Town Centre. The Clerk has sent a follow up letter on the 5th June. 
Correspondence information:
· A letter from HMP Drake Hall advising there will be a pause to the planned expansion programme due to fiscal challenges. For information only. 
· Lithium battery safety bill (separate attachments)
· Resident correspondence (separate attachments)
· SCC letter regarding flooding concerns (separate attachments)
Further General Information: 
· No further information
Correspondence circulated:
1. SPCA Bulletins
2. NALC updates
3. RSN Bulletins
Clerk Availability: 
There is no leave planned prior to the next meeting.
General Council Updates:
Since the last meeting:
· No further updates
***Any items for inclusion on a meeting agenda must be received by the Clerk 10 clear days ahead of the meeting date, along with a supporting proposal where relevant.***
Abbreviations:
SCC- Staffordshire County Council			EPC – Eccleshall Parish Council
SBC- Stafford Borough Council				SPCA – Staffordshire Parish Councils Assc.
